mission and publication, which included deposition of information in public databanks to allow for general access to experimental information and registration of clinical trials in public websites to allow for tracking of their ongoing development. On our part, we have reduced the time from acceptance to preprint, online publication, to ensure early access to accepted articles. In addition, we established the time to openaccess, published articles at 6 mo, which is half a year earlier than the National Institutes of Health mandate of 12 mo. Most importantly, we brought a sense of fairness to our editorial policies to which our entire editorial board adhered.
We are most appreciative of the many authors, who sent us their best science to review. Although not all our decisions may have gained universal approval, we strived for excellence in the Journal. Our greatest supporters are our readers, who were dedicated to tracking our Journal and its performance as we heard from you regularly regarding what you liked and what you did not like.
None of this work would have been possible without ongoing oversight and support by the Trustees of the International Pediatric Research Foundation. We witnessed the turn over in membership as mandated by the by-laws and were fortunate to interact with two sets of Trustees during our tenure.
So as autumn approaches and the leaves begin to turn colors and shed, we aspire toward the full blooms that existed during spring and summer. As we move into winter, we know that spring will come again. We have been privileged to have served as the Chief Editors during the past 7 y and deeply honored by your trust in our ability to shape the Journal, and in a small way, shape science as it evolved. As we bid good bye to one and all, we know that we will miss the editorial work and the process of shaping the Journal that consumed a large part of our lives. As we continue to watch the face of the Journal from afar, we are confident that we have passed the baton on to a competent editorial team under the leadership of Drs. Olaf Dammann and Pierre Gressens. We have no doubt that the Journal will reach new heights in its journey under their skillful and creative oversight. We welcome and wish the new editorial team the very best and will always wish Pediatric Research well.
